{Published in the Bangladesh Gazette, Extraordinary, PartII14, dared the
22nd June 1972.]

GOVERNMENT COF THE PEOPLE’'S REPUBLIC OF BANGLADESH
MINISTRY OF LAW AND PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS

 (Law Division)

. NOTIFICATION

No. 517-Pub.—22nd June, 1972—The following Order made by the
President, on the advice of the Prime Minister, of the People’s Republic of
Bangladesh on the 21st June, 1972, is hereby published for general information: —

GOVERNMENT OF THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF BANGLADESH
MINISTRY OF LAW AND PARLIAMENTARY ATFAIRS
(Law Division) .
President’s Oxder No. 70 of 1972,
THE CENSUS ORDER, 1972,

WHEREAS it is expedient to provide for the taking, from time to time, of
Census for Bangladesh or any part thereof and for obtaining certain infor-
mation with respect to the population of Bangladesh;

Now, THEREFORE, in pursuance of the Proclamation of Independence of
Bangladesh,‘rcad with the Provisional Constitution of Bangladesh Order, 1972;
and in exercise of all powers enabling him in that behalf, the President is

pleased to make the following Oider:—
1. €1).This Order may be called the Census Order, 1972.
(2) It extbnds to the whole of Bangladesh.

(3) It shall come into force atonce.
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2. In this QOrder, unless thaie is an’ything repugnant in the subject o

confexl-—
(@) "Census Ofﬁcer

») “Govemment” means the Uowemment
s B‘mg}adesh,and A v

* e

means any person appomted under Article4;
of the Peopl ’s  Repu! :

3. The Government may, {rom time to tlme, by nottﬁcatxon in the official
Gazette, declare that a census for Bangladesh shall be takcn durlng such

period as may be specified therein. NS

4. (/) The. Goverpment' may apponnt—
(i) a Census Commisgioner to make plan and to supennse the tak ag of ¢
. Gensug throughdut Bapgladesh; and:- ol % ,

(if) Census ‘Officers, to.. take, aid in or supcrvxsc thetakmg of census mhm :

any spemﬁed area

(2) A eclax am}ﬁ in wrmna signed by any authority authorrsed in thls
F by the - Governipent that any “person has beérduly appoxn d7a
Jensus Oﬁ‘n:en «shalb be conclumc rroof of such appomtment ; e

e “

5. (J) If the Depvty Commxsuoner or any authonty authorlsed il thIS’
behalf by the Government, by an order io writing so dlrects——- :

(4) every -officer in command of any body of men belongmg to
mlhtmy or air force of Rangladesh or of any vessel of war,

(h) every person other than a pilot or harbour-master, having charze or
control of a veSSel .

saval,’

((] every rerson in charge of a lunatic asylum, hospital, workliouse,
prison, reformatory or leck-up or of any public chanlablc, rel'glous

or educational institution,

{i/) cvery keeper, owner, sec: clary or manager. of any sarai, hotel, toard— -
- ing-house, lodging hous2, c¢migration depot or club,

(¢) cvery manager or officer of a railway, or any commercml or industri l
establishment or trading concern, and .

R

(/) every occupant of immovable property wherein persons are living at the
time of taking census, : ;
shall, in relation to the persons who, at the txme of the takmg of the census

under his command Or charge, or are inmates of his sarai, hotel, house, depot or
club or are emp]oyed under him or are present on or' in such 1mmovable pronrerty,

perform such duiies of a Census Officer as may be required by such order.

(2) The provisions of this Order relating to a census officer shall, o farie s
as may be, apply to a person performing the duties of a census oﬂigep iners
pursuance of an order under clause (I). ke s e

(3) Whoever refuses or neglects to perform the duties which he is dirzcted -
under clause (1) to perform shall be deemed to have omitted an oifence =
under section 187 of the Penal Code (XLV of 1860). e
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6. The Deputy Commissioner, or any Census Officer appointed under sub-
use (i) of clause (1) of Article 4 for any local area and authorised by rules
tais behalf, may, by order in writing, call upon—

{a@) owners and occupiers of land, farmers, tenure holders and assignees
of land revenues, or their agents;

(b)) members - af Union or Nagar Panchayat, Shahar Committee, Zilla
Board or Paura Shava, or other local authorities, and officers
and servants thereof;

{¢) school teachers, Government servants and literate persons of good repute
for the time being residing in the area concerned; and

(d) officers and members of staff of {actories, firms cr establishments;

to v ork as enumerators, or to perform any other duties of a Census Officer, or
to :ive such assistance as may be speciticd in the order towards the tuking of
cen-us of persons who are, at the time of (he taking of census, on the lands of
suci: owners, occupiers, farmers, tenure holders or assignees, or in the promises
of rictories, firms and other establishinesis, or within the areas whicl

ST h
me:bers represent, or for Which such focal authorities are c,,mbhshv d, or asihe
cas: may be, in which such members represeni. or for which such local authorities
are established, or as the case may be, in \Ahmlx such tenders, Government servants
or iiterate persons, officers and members of stiil are themselves residing, and the
per-ons to whom an order under this Article is directed shall be legally bound to
obcy the same,

7\’ () The Government may, by notificalion in the official Gazette, forniulate
suciquestionnaire as it thinks fit, and a Census Officer may require any per-
sors within his jurisdiction to give answer to such  questicnnaire as he may
think fit,

(2) Any person who is required to give answers (o the quest}nm aire and

otler relevant questions under clause (/) hall be legally bound to give answers
to the best of his knowledge or belici:

Proyided that a woman shall not be bound to state the namc of her
hu band or deceased husband or any other person whose name she is forbid-
den by custom to mention.

8. Every person occupying any house, enclosure, vessel or other place shall

allow the Census Officer such access thereto as, having regard to the customs

of the country, they may reasonably require for the purpose of the census
and shall allow them to paint on, or affix to, the house, enclosure, vessels
or places such lefters, marks or numbers as may be necessary for the purpose
of the census,

9. (I) Subject to any rule made in this behalf, a Census Officer may
within the Jocal limits of his jurisdiction leave or cause tc be left a Schedule
pr :seribed  for the purpose at any dwelling house or with the manager or
any officer of any commexclal or industrial establishment or trading concern,
for the purpose of its being filled up by the occupier of such houss or of
any bchlﬁCd part thereof, or by such manager or officer With rospect to
such particulars regarding the jnmates of such house or part or ihe persoas
erployed und:zr such manager or 01..u.n during the time of the taking ui the
ciasus, as may be specified in the Schedule.
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(2) When a Schedule has been ieft under clause (I), the occupier, man tget
or officer concerned shall fill it up or cause it to be filled up as required
by that clause to the best of his knowledge or belief, sign his name thereto”
and deliver it to the Census Officer or to such person as the Census Oi'icer

may direct.
‘@éé 10. No person shall have a right to inspect any book, regxster or record E
4, made by a Census Officer in the dmhdrgc of his duties as_such and notwith-
¢ standing anything to the contrary in the Evidence Act, 1872, no entry in any

DlOCCEdlng whatsoever, or in any criminal proceedings other than a prose- 5
cution under this Order or under any other law for any act or omision :
under this Order which constitute an offence under such other law. £

11. Notwithstanding anything contained in any other law for the tme
being in force, a municipality or other local authority shall, in consultation
with officer authorised in this behall by the Government, cause, during the
period specified nnder Article 3, the census of the munxmpahly or the crea
within its jurisdiction to be takm wholly or in part in the manner authorised
or quud by or under this Order ard meet all such expenses as prescri ded
b} &‘ULI i‘)’

12. The Census Commissioner oy any authority authorised in this bcialf
by t the C‘overnment may, at the request of any local authorily or person on
payment of cost, cause abstracts to be prepared .and supplied conmmmc siuch
statistical information as can be derived from the census returns ! being infor-
mation which is not contained in any published reports and which, in the
opinion of such Commissioner or authority, such local authority or person
may reasonably require.

13, If any person—

(«y being a Census Officer, or being Lawfully required to give assista-ce
towards the taking of censns. refuses or neglects to use reasonsole
diligence in performing any duty imposed upon him or in obey:ing
any order issued to him in accordance with this. Order or any rile
made thereunder, or hmdcr: or obstructs another person in perform-
ing any such duty or in obeying any suchiorder, or

(b) being a Census Officer intentionally puts any offensive ‘or impro; 7er
questlon or knowingly makes any false return or, without -
previous sanction of the (Jovernment discloses any mforma‘u«m
which he has received by means of, or for the purpose of, a
census return, or

(¢) inteutionally gives a false answer to, or refuses to answer to the
best of his knowledge .or belief, 'the questionnaire or other relevant
question asked of him by a Census Officer Wh1ch he is legally
bound to answer, or e

(d) occupying any house, prennuex vessel or land, refuses to allow a Cen:us
Officer such reasonable access thereto as he is reqmred under t i3
QOrder to allow, or
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(e) removes, obliterates, allers or dimages without proper authority or |
before the completion of the census any letter, marks or objects
which has been painted or allixed for the purpose of the census,

he shall be punishable with rigorous imprisonment for a term .

which may extend to one month, or with fine which may extend
to two bundred rupees, or with both,

14, WNo prosecution under this Order shall be instituted except with the

previous sanction of the Government or of any authority authorised in this

behalf by the Government.

15. Nothing in this Order shall be deemed to prevent any person from
being prosecuted under any other law for any act or omission undzr this
Order which constitutes an offence under such other law:

{
Provided that no such prosecution shall be instituted except with the
orevious sanction referred to in Aruicie 14,

16. No court inferior to that of & Magistrate of the second ciuss shall

iry an offence under this Order.

17. All Census Officers, and all persons performing the dutics ol a Census
Dfficer, or giving assistance towards the taking of the census, while aciing in
pursuance of an order made under this Order, shall be deemed to be public
iervants whithin the m:aning of section 21 of the Penal Code, 1860 (XLV

of 1860).

18. The Government may made rules for carrying out the purposes of

this Order.
19. The Census Ordinance, 1939 (X of 1959) is hereby repealcd.
ABU SAYEED CHOWDHURY

President of the
People’s Republic of Bangladesh.

Dacca;
The 21st June, 1972.

AZIMUDDIN AHMAD
Deputy Secretary.




