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Inequality eclipses rising
income, falling poverty

Mohammad Zakaria

The poverty rate in Bangladesh declined
but the income inequality among the
people went up slizhtly despite a rising
Pper capita monthly income in zoz2.

According to the latest Houschold
Income and Expcndlturc Survey (HIES)
of the cau o
(BBS). the poverty e e by

5.6 per cent — to 187 per cent — in 2022
from 24.3 per cent in 2016.

In 2022, the rate in rural areas was
20.5 per cent and 14.7 per cent in urban
areas. the survey said. The rates were
26.4 per cent and 18.9 per cent, respec-

At the same time, the extreme pov-
erty rate also declined by 7.3 per cent to
5.6 per cent — from 12.9 per cent in 2016.

Tn 2022, this rate was 6.5 per cent in
rural areas and 3.8 per cent in urban ar-
eas. These rates were 14.9 per cent and
7.6 per cent, respectively. in 2016.

BS revealed the key findings of
HIES 2022 at the BBES auditorium in
Dhaka on Wednesday.

According to HIES, the average month-
Iy household income in Bangladesh rose
o Tk 32,422 In 2022, an Increase of more
than 102 per cent compared to the last sur-
vey conducted Six years ago.

In 2016, the average monthly income
was Tk 15,988, which was an increase
from lk 11,479 in 2

The average xnunlhly household in-
come in rural are e to Tk 26,163 in
2022, an 87 per cent hike from Tk 13,558
in 2016.

In the urban arca:
45,757 in 2022, re:

t went up to Tk
tering a 102 per cent

48.9
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rise from Tk 22,600 in 2016. lnnqnall!y
the Gini ==
Per capita monthly income which income

The survey said that the per capita
monthly lcome in the country went
up to 4 in 2022, marking a 93 per
cent ine: rease from Tk 3,040 in 2016.

The per capita monthly income
rural areas rose o Tk 6,091 in 2022,
which is 86 per cent higher than Tk
3,261 in 2016.

In urban areas, it went up to Tk
10, in 2022, which is 9o per cent
higher than Tk 5752 in 2016.

2022 |
Poverty
18.7% 24.3%
Rural Poverty
20.5% 26.4%
Urban Poverty
14.7% 18.9%
Household Income (Tk)
32,422 15,988
Houschold expenditure (Tk)
31,500 15,715
Per capita income (Tk)
3,940
Income Ir\eaualvty
0.499

Consumption |nequal\lv
.334 .324
Average calorie intake (K.Cal)

210.4
Source: HIES 2022

and 0.321 in 2010, showed the data.

— Increased to 0.499 In 2022, up from
©.482 In 2016 and 0.458 in 2010, the lat-

t said

This means Inequality has risen in
the country and those at the bottom
now own less than they used (o.
presents perfect
equality, while an index of
ty. Consumption-relat-
ent was also up at 0.334
last year, an increase from 0.324 in 2016

As per the HIES, the monthly household
expenditure was at Tk 31,500 In 2022, a
rise of more than 100.44 per cent from
Tk 15,715 in 2016.

Last year, the monthly household ex-
penditure in rural areas was Tk 26,842
which is 89.61 per cent higher than Tk
14,156 in 2016. In urban areas, it was at

k 41,424 in 2022, registering a 110 per
cent rise from Tk 19,607 in 2016.
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